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Mr. Herbert Spencer, who, in his magnificent and colossal
work on Evolution, has, with a genius all his own, made the
world of Thought his eternal debtor. But here, again., as
in the case of Hegel and Comte, the law which he has
propounded, the great law of Evolution, is as we have
said, much too wide and comprehensive to be of scientific
value in the special problems of intellectual development
with which it is the object of this volume to deal. The
larger part of his work is taken up with exhibiting in detail
the great fact that just as in tho world of nebuke and stars, in
the solar system, in the crust of the earth and in the animals
and plants on it, so, too, in the intellectual and moral world,
begin where you will, every new germ of thought, every new
ideal of morality that is dropped like a seed into the world,
will, like it, pass gradually from its first vague and indeter-
minate condition, into a highly complex and involved one,
will split itself, as it were, into endless differentiations, and
into ever and ever greater complexity and variety of form,
whether that germ be a religious precept, a form of govern-
ment, a principle of morality, a new style of painting, or
architecture. But this fact of endless differentiation, although
a truth of prime importance in its bearings on our conception
of the Universe as a whole, is barren and useless for the more
limited purpose to which we here wish to put it; as the sky,
although spanning the world and being the abode of the
gods, is useless to protect the homes of men from the wind
and rain. For if in the first volume of this scries u Civilization
and Progress," I have succeeded in showing that the progress
of civilization consists in the gradual establishment among
men of higher and higher moral codes, higher and higher
ideals of life, it will follow that the interesting and important
point is not so much the knowledge (interesting and important
as it is) that when once a new germ of religion or morality is
sown in the minds or hearts of men, it will unfold itself in
endless differentiations and in infinite ramifications of organs